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Terrorist attack in France draws worldwide attention

GIANNA CARAVETTA
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Earlier this month, terrorists
with connections to al-Qaeda
gunned down cartoonists, editors
and policemen at the satirical
French magazine Charlie Hebdo
which publishes controversial
artwork. This artwork includes
satirical images of the Muslim
prophet Muhammad and Islam.
This is not the first attack on the
magazine, which has been struck
before because of similar satirical
cartoons.
This violence immediately
seized the world's attention
including students and faculty
at the University of San Diego.
Some students saw this as an
attack on personal freedoms, while
others thought they were murders
unrelated to terrorism.
Katelyn
Johnson
is
a
sophomore French and History
double major. Johnson believes
the terrorist attack in France was
in part due to an attack on freedom
of speech.

Johnson said it is important
for people around the world to be
aware that being free is not the
same as having protection from
harm.
"When a person exercises
freedom of speech, they must
face the possible consequence that
someone else will not accept what
they say," Johnson said. "I'm not
saying that the attacks on Charlie
Hebdo were justified; they were
atrocities, and the victims did not
deserve to die. Nobody deserves to
be a victim of terrorism."
As someone who studies
French culture, Johnson believes
it is important to understand the
different cultural and societal
norms between the US and France.
"Even though Islam is the
second most practiced religion
in the nation, it's not always well
integrated into French culture.
For instance, Muslim women are
prohibited from wearing hijab,
burka, or any other veil in public,"
Johnson said. "The French
believe in separation of church
and state, which keeps religion
out of the public sphere, yet they

simultaneously have laws which
enable any person to critique
and satirize religions, people, or
things."
Other students at USD are
reacting similarly, saying this
attack was another way to limit
unpopular speech.
Sophomore Melissa Padilla
believes the Charlie Hebdo
shootings are definitely related to
freedom of speech but not because
of it.
"The cartoons provided by
Charlie Hebdo were satirical and
meant to be thought provoking.
They did not really hurt anyone, at
least not physically," Padilla said.
"Personally, the problem here is
not necessarily freedom of speech
as implied by some; the problem
is Islamic fundamentalism. Of
course, it does attack free speech
because it can be the source of
information against wrongdoings."
Padilla believes the way this
situation united the world was
good but more must be done.
"I think it was beautiful how
the world is coming together

^ourtesy of Kelly I

People march in solidarity with France after the Charlie Hebdo shootings.

See PARIS, Page 2

USD develops
concerns over,
measles outbreak

BROOKLYN DIPPO
CONTRINUTOR

With contributions from
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NEWS EDITOR
@sgbrew42
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People walk on the streets of Havana, Cuba, a city that American tourists have not been able to visit in over 50 years.

Tensions grow as US negotiates with Cuba
SARAH BREWINGTON
NEWS EDITOR
@sgbrew42
Dreams of visiting a Cuban
cigar factory, walking in the Plaza
de Revolution, or listening for the
rhumba and the Afro-Cuban jazz
music on the streets of Havana,
may soon be realized.Although not
a reality for American tourists yet,
Americans may be able to legally
visit Cuba in the near future.
During the past month, the

Cuba have opened up discussions
about reestablishing a relationship
for the first time in 50 years.
According to the Department of
the Treasury, if an American wants
to travel to Cuba now, they can
do so for specific reasons: family
visits, research, business meetings,
religious activities and educational
purposes are amongst the allowed
excuses. However, tourism is still
on hold.
Over 50 years ago, United
States President John F. Kennedy,
and Cuban President Fidel Castro
split relations between Cuba and

the U.S. with an embargo that
prohibited the exporting and
importing of goods between the
two countries. Today, President
Obama and President Raul Castro
are reconciling the two countries
by reopening negotiations.
In a statement made by
Obama from the office of the Press
Secretary, the progress between
the U.S. and Cuba will start with
changes in policy.
"In the most significant
changes in our policy in more than

See CUBA, Page 3

Dozens of people who chose
to spend their vacations at the
happiest place on Earth are now
returning home with an upsetting
souvenir. A measles outbreak
that started at Disneyland is now
spreading across the country.
Though
measles
was
eliminated from the United States
in 2000, unvaccinated travelers
bring the disease onto American
soil every year. However, most
Americans are vaccinated against
the disease by the MMR vaccine,
which is 97 percent effective in
preventing measles.
Southern California schools
have been forced to respond to
the outbreak, and the University
of San Diego is no exception.
Students received an email from
Pamela Sikes, the director of the
student health center, detailing that
students who are not vaccinated
could be quarantined at home for
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two to three weeks if they are
exposed.
"The greatest impact may be
if the Public Health Department
requires students to be quarantined
until they can prove their immunity
if there is a case at USD," Sikes
said. "Then students would have
to find their immunization records
from their home provider if they
are not on record [at USD] or get
a blood test at the health center to
test for immunity."
The time it takes to find
records, wait for blood test results,
or get vaccinated is a period
that most USD students find
inconvenient to stay at home.
Jessica Polak, a biochemistry
major at USD, says that a lengthy
quarantine could be detrimental to
her studies.
"I would feel so behind in all
my classes if I missed two weeks!"
Polak said. "There is something
about being in a classroom for me
that really solidifies the learning
environment. Plus, I'm a science
major, and, if I missed my labs, it
wouldn't be easy catching up."
Austin Jacobs, a sophomore
at USD, felt that being quarantined

See MEASLES, Page 2
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Spiking the punch

Shootings in Paris elicit mixed reactions from USD community
PARIS continued from
Front Page

SARAH BREWINGTON
NEWS EDITOR
@sgbrew42
Don't be rude, treat others
how you want to be treated,
take responsibility. Some of the
instructions that were hammered
into our brains from a young age,
establish our moral codes and
sense of direction. As we get older
and become more mature, the
commands adapt to our situations,
and the lessons never stop.
However, there seem to be a few
lessons that we are missing.
An
ongoing
discussion
surrounding sexual assault has
painted various pages of the New
York Times in the past few weeks.
University rules would allow
only sororities to have alcohol in
their Greek houses and host all
Greek parties, including fraternity
parties. The New York Times says
the purpose of this is to give the
women a 'home court advantage'.
Basically this means that sororities
are less likely to drug their fellow
sisters and hand her off to a boy to
get raped, than fraternities are.
This growing debate got me
thinking, how is it that groups of
people commit these despicable
acts? For one drunk boy to decide
to emotionally scar a girl for the
rest of her life is bad enough, but
for a group of boys to get together
and all agree that drugging the
drinks at the party is okay, seems
baffling.
I started wondering where
society had gone wrong for people
to think that that was okay? The
reality of sexual assault is that it is
usually committed by men. Rape
and sexual assault are no longer the
misdeeds of one drunken fraternity
man it can be the misdeeds of
many. At the very basis of it all,
how can people think it is okay?
As a society we save face by
preaching about how to prevent
sexual assault, with self-defense
classes and acute awareness,
but we do not teach the key role
of preventative action. We do
not teach people not to sexually
assault others.
We assume that, morally,
we should all know that forcing
someone to participate in such an
intimate act is wrong. Clearly not
everyone knows that. It is not just
the unstable person, or the kid who
witnessed an abusive parent, who
misinterprets social morality.
We mistakenly assume that
knowing not to sexually assault
someone is intrinsic, but clearly it
is not. This issue has gone beyond
spiking the punch, it has elevated
to a different degree.
We focus on putting all of
the responsibility on the potential
victim. It is time society places
responsibility on perpetrators and
requires them to take preventative
steps for their own actions.

that he believes it can help avoid
anyone mistaking this event for an
attack on personal freedoms.
against the loss of all those
"I find
this reframing
innocent peoples' lives, but that important because it helps avoid
unity and those shared emotions the two troubling directions much
should be used to end all of this," of the commentary on Charlie
Padilla said. "Terror groups are Hebdo has taken," Monge said.
strong but, together, a global "Viewed by some as champions of
community is stronger and better free speech, the murdered workers
prepared to stop the work of these of Charlie Hebdo have been
terrorist groups. We must let go of unduly celebrated as heroes. Even
this universal fear and demonstrate more disturbing, others have cast
that we—the world—will not them as abusers of free speech,
tolerate this anymore."
suggesting that on some level
Other students and professors they are to blame for their own
saw these killings as a form of deaths. I find it more productive
murder unrelated to attacks on and accurate to avoid these two
freedom of speech.
poles and view those who died in
Professor Rico G. Monge Paris as victims of an awful act of
is an assistant professor of murder."
Comparative Theology in the
Monge says the real question
Department of Theology and the world must ask goes beyond
Religious Studies. Monge says it is France.
necessary to clarify what freedom
"This then poses us with
of speech is.
a question that should make
"In situations like this, I us uncomfortable: why do we
often remind people that, strictly fixate on this particular instance
speaking, freedom of speech is a of religious violence? At the
legal protection from one's own same time as Charlie Hebdo,
government," Monge said. "It's Boko Haram massacred 2,000
a guarantee to citizens they will people in Nigeria and over 100
not be punished by their own schoolchildren were killed in
government for what they said."
Pakistan," Monge said. "Why
Monge says it is important to do 12 deaths in Paris grab our
look at these shootings primarily attention and horror so much more
as murder.
firmly than these other, similarly
"In the Charlie Hebdo case, motivated attacks?"
I think it is important to first and
Other students are reacting
foremost think of what happened similarly, saying this is not an
as an act of murder," Monge said. issue of freedom of speech.
"I think murder is best understood
Sophomore
Marguerite
primarily as an infringement on Lehman believes this situation is
one's right to live, regardless of not an attack on personal freedoms
what the motivation might be. but rather the result of actions by
Several people were murdered a few.
because
their actions
were
"The Charlie Hebdo shooting
interpreted as a form of blasphemy was horrific, but I don't think
punishable by death according it's necessarily an issue of free
to a particular strain of Islamic speech. I think the shooting was an
thought—that is by no means isolated act by two men," Lehman
shared by all or most Muslims."
said. "[It] isn't representative of
Monge clarified this, saying Muslim beliefs, and therefore

shouldn't be the situation one
holds up to label an attack on free
speech everywhere."
Lehman believes it is
important to recognize that the
shooting at the magazine being
called an attack on free speech
everywhere is risky.
"I think the [shooters] were
acting against what they and many
Muslims deemed blasphemous
images," Lehman said. "To ignore
the many Muslims who were
similarly outraged by the cartoons
but did not act violently is to
ignore the legitimate concerns of
peaceful French Muslim citizens.
It was an isolated act and isn't
representative of the greater
Islamic faith. Making it the pillar
of an international discussion risks
portraying Islam in an inaccurate
way, and [it] makes a caricature
of serious concerns by the Muslim
community
that
publications
should be considering."
Still others believe it is
necessary to consider other
viewpoints.
Dr.
Bahar
Davary
is
an associate professor in the
Department of Theology and
Religious Studies. Davary believes
that people must understand the
point of satire in addition to trying
to understand this event.
"The task of satire is to
ridicule follies, shortcomings, and
vices of those in power. Its purpose
is to produce constructive social
criticism. Whether or not singling
out one religion, and symbols of
one religion, as a focal point of
ridicule is constructive remains a
big question," Davary said.
Davary believes that the
world's main focus now has been
on distinguishing the differences
between freedom of speech and
hate speech.
"In the aftermath of the
Charlie Hebdo attack and the march
in Paris, the key point has been

the defense of freedom of speech
in a way that portrays Muslims
and Islam in opposition with it,"
Davary said. "Consequently, it
has also resulted in anti-emigrant
and
anti-Muslim
sentiments
far beyond France. Some have
correctly likened these cartoons
to anti-Semitic depictions of Jews
published in Europe in 1920s and
30s. They are as provocative and
insensitive now as they were then.
It is important to recognize the not
so narrow line between 'freedom
of speech' and 'hate speech.'"
Davary says it is important
to notice the reactions of other
Muslims and the world community.
"Muslims have vociferously
condemned the actions," Davary
said. "A French Muslim police
officer, Ahmed Merabet died
protecting Charlie Hebdo's offices.
Young Muslim man Lassana
Bathily risked his life to save
lives in a kosher store. This case
reinforces the solidarity between
Jews and Muslims in Paris despite
the rhetoric of those who call for
Jews to flee Paris. Jewish-Muslim
relations in Paris have been one
of solidarity and support since the
days of Nazi occupation. At the
time, the Mosque of Paris became
a safe-haven for Jews whose lives
were threatened."
Ultimately, Davary. believes
it is interesting that the instrument
used here as a weapon is a pen.
"A final
note about the
symbol of protests: a pen.
Interestingly, in one of the early
verses of the Qur'an, God swears
by the pen and by those who
write (Qur'an, 68:1) revealing
the importance of writing and the
heavy responsibility of those who
write," Davary said. "Another
verse gives tidings to those who
listen to all views and select the
best among them (Qur'an, 39:18).
This is a clear and strong sentiment
for freedom of speech."

Measles outbreak has unprecedented consequences
MEASLES continued from
Front Page
for so long would make passing
classes virtually impossible.
"Being quarantined would
demolish my school work. Unless
I could be Skyped/teleconferenced
into my classes, there is almost no
way that I would be able to keep
up with class work," Jacobs said.
"You can only learn from the book
so much, that is why we pay top
dollar to leam from professors.
I would think that there would
be a large percentage of students
who would have to take medical
leave for the semester if they were
quarantined for that long."
' Measles is an airborne virus
that is extremely contagious. 90
percent of the unvaccinated people
close to someone with the disease
will become infected according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
Most
unvaccinated
individuals are protected by herd
immunity. This means that the
spread of a disease is reduced

significantly when the majority of
a population is immunized against
it, therefore protecting individuals
who are not immune.
Though some students with
immune deficiencies cannot be
vaccinated, like cancer patients,
others choose not to be and avoid
state mandates through personal
belief
exemptions. California
has the highest population of
unvaccinated children entering
kindergarten, which is nearly 10
percent according to data from the
California Department of Public
Health, making herd immunity
less effective.
"There are some students
who have waived immunization
requirements at USD and graduate
students don't have to submit all of
their immunizations," Sikes said,
"But [the total of unimmunized
individuals] would be a low
number."
Symptoms of measles
usually appear one to two weeks
after infection and start with a
high fever, cough, runny nose and
red eyes. Three to five days after
symptoms show, a rash appears,

usually beginning on the face and
spreading downward over the rest
of the body. The rash is usually flat
red spots, but small bumps may
appear over the spots too.
The median age group
that has been infected in this
outbreak is over 20 years old and
includes many individuals who
were vaccinated against measles,
atypical of most outbreaks. Only

one in 100 individuals who are
vaccinated will actually be infected
if exposed to measles, however, a
very low rate for any vaccine.
Students
who
haven't
been vaccinated or who haven't
submitted their immunization
records can do so at the student
health center. Doing so may be
your only way to avoid quarantine
if measles comes to USD.

Photo Courtesy of Gates Foundation/ Flickr

Students around the world recieve measles vaccine injections.
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Public Safety Report
pi&r
\

Jan. 8
Location: Mailer Hall
At approximately 2:50 p.m., the Department of Public
8afety responded to a report of vandalism. Upon
investigation, the classroom podium door was on the
floor next to the podium and the podium's DVD drive
was pushed in and might have possible damage. There
were no missing items from inside the podium. The
vandalism was said to have occurred during the 20J4
winter break;.
Jan 17.
Location: Preaido Terrace Apartments
At 9:49 p.m., the Department of Public Safety
responded to a report of a theft of a bicycle frame and
front tire from Presido Terrace Apartments. Upon
Jan. 84
investigation, the bike was reported to have been
Location:
On Oamptus
secured to a bicycle rack with a metal U-Loek. The hike
Shortly after 2:30 pm., the
was described as a black beach cruiser.
Department of Public Safety
was conducting an
investigation in response to
Jan. SB
a report of a resident
Location: Palomar Hall
student who had received
Around 1:30 a.m., the Department of Public
threatening communication
Safety responded to a report of an intoxicated
from a non-USD member.
individual. Upon investigation, the individual
This case was referred to
was contacted, identified as a resident
San Diego Police
student, and evaluated. It was determined
Department.
that the individual could not care for themself
and was voluntarily transported to Detox.

Dec. IB
Location: Missions A
At 10:00 p.m. The Department of
Public Safety responded to a report
of arson. Upon investigation, a paper
snowflake hanging from the common
room area had burn marks. Upon
further investigation, it was learned
that there is an ongoing roommate
dispute.

Dec. 18
Location: Immaculate Parish Church
At approximately 3:40 p.m. the Department of Public Safety
responded to a report of a suspicious female at the
Immaculata Parish Church. Upon investigation, the female
was identified as USD Alumni who has had previous contact
with the Department of Public Safety in regards to not being
permitted to be on campus of the University of San Diego.
San Diego Police Department was contacted and took
custody of the individual.
Dec. 18
Location: Hahn University Center
Shortly after 11 o'clock am, The
Department of Public Safety received a
report of a derogatory voice mail that
was left at The One Stop Student Center
at the University Center. The cell phone
number was traced and it belongs to a
USD student.

Jan. 1
Location: Pounders Sail
At 1:03 p.m., the Department of Public Safety
responded to a report of a backpack and small
carry-on bag that had been taken. Upon investigation,
the backpack and small carry-on bag were reported to
have been left unattended inside Pounders Hall. The
backpack was reported to contain an iPad Air 128 GB,
Mercedes car key, LG headphones, Bose headphones,
hearing aid case and a wallet. The carry-on bag was
reported to contain an iPhone 6 and a few other
personal items.

Jan. 87
Location: Lagans Hall
At 5:42 a.m., the Department of Public Safety observed a
suspicious person enter campus, walking in between
Borrego Hall and Palomar Hall. The Department of Public
Safety then made contact with the individual and noticed
he had a bicycle seat in his hands, which he did not have
previously. The bicycle seat is a black and gray "Mongoose"
seat. San Diego Police Department was contacted and
spoke with the non-USD student. Department of Public
Safety confiscated the bicycle seat from the non-USD
student and left a note on the Mongoose bicycle to contact
Public Safety regarding the bicycle seat.

Nora Bmwington/The Vista

Cuba debate prompts USD's study abroad discussion
CUBA continued from
Front Page
fifty years, we will end an outdated
approach that, for decades, has
failed to advance our interests,
and instead we will begin to
normalize relations between our
two countries," Obama said.
Although there is still mistrust
between the two governments both
countries seem to be advocating
for a working relationship.
When and if U.S. citizens
get approval to be tourists in
Cuba, different opportunities may
present themselves. Universities
could begin to look at more study
abroad opportunities in Cuba. The
University of San Diego has a
study abroad program in Cuba.
Students study abroad at
the Universidad de la Habana, a
program that is taught entirely
in Spanish. This program is
academically rigorous and deters
many USD students from applying
to the program. The program only
offers a focus on three majors,
History, Political Science and
Sociology.
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According to Derek Brendel,
the regional specialist for Latin
American and Spanish study
abroad programs, the current
situation between the U.S. and
Cuba will not change much in
terms of the Cuban study abroad
program.
"I do not anticipate that
changing diplomatic ties between
the US and Cuba will heavily
impact USD students choosing
to study at Universidad de la
Habana," Brendel said.
Brendel
explained
that
between the limitations of the
program and the academic rigor,
few students actually participate in
the program.
"For all these reasons, USD
normally will send 1 to 2 students
on the program per year," Brendel
said. "Perhaps with the smoothing
of diplomatic ties, more students
will be thinking about Cuba and
become aware of the program,
however I do not anticipate a
large increase in the number of
applicants."
If USD students want to
venture to Cuba, they may want

to wait for the U.S. tourists to
get approval. And with the slow
process of negotiations, it may
take a while. However one USD
student has already made up her
mind about travelling to Cuba.
Sophomore, Emma Doolittle
finds that traveling to Cuba is not
in the cards yet for her.
"Not immediately, I would
want to be sure that the relationship
[between Cuba and the U.S.] will
last," Doolittle said. "At least in
the short term. If it does maybe in
a few years."
The White House and Cuba
may be discussing compromises to
further smooth out their diplomatic
relationship, but the White House
does not give a lot up. Guantanamo
Bay, the U.S.'s naval base located
in the southeast part of Cuba, is
not up for grabs. This may be
a problem for U.S. and Cuban
negotiations, as Cuba considers
the return of Guantanamo Bay a
key aspect in resolving relations.
Tourists cannot go to Cuba
yet, but hopefully the reality of
Cuban cigars, and Afro-Cuban
music, will not be far off.
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Should we he happy
about gas?

A strong dollar versus a weak dollar
BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR
@ButterflyBri95

BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR
@ButterflyBri95

Historically,
the
United
States Treasury secretaries have
stated that a strong dollar is more
beneficial for the economy. For
University of San Diego students
studying abroad, the strong
dollar brings many benefits,
Recent trends, however, may be
pointing a different direction.
The dollar is at its strongest
right now in response to the
global economy. The European
Central Bank recently loosened
its monetary policy, which drove
down the euro, but brought up the
value of the dollar. Dollar value has
risen by 19 percent since May and
this upward trend is continuing.
A stronger dollar brings in
benefits. It lowers interest rates,
which in turn lowers mortgage
rates and makes assets, like
houses and stock, more valuable.
Since the dollar is worth
more in foreign currency, it
allows travellers to buy more
at a lower price and it brings
down the cost of imported goods.
This
was
good
news

As we have all noticed,
the price of gasoline has been
plummeting. No doubt everyone
has been enjoying a little bit of
extra change in their pockets to
spend elsewhere, but the problem
in question is the impact oil prices
have on the economy.
The stock market is
not joining in our celebration of
lower gas prices; in fact, brokers
are appalled.
However, stock brokers
The dollar is at its strongest right now in response to the global economy.
Photo courtesy of Mark Hodson/fiickr
are not focusing on the general
population. They are, of course,
advantages of a strong dollar.
stresses. Exports also tend to as much, it brings in some
focusing on big business energy
"Buying things in Europe is at
become more expensive abroad, unforeseen benefits. It means
firms whose stock shares have
its prime," Sherrington said. "But,
which could drive down the
that American exports are more
plummeted.
competitive in world markets
Many companies are
and that the consumption of
experiencing layoffs, spending
imported goods declines because
Buying
things
in
Europe
is
at
its
prime.
But,
trying
to
exchange
euros
back
cuts and a decline in use of oil
the exchange between foreign
rigs. So what, right? The big man to dollars is not beneficial because you end up losing money."
currency and the dollar is much
can take a hit. What does it really
comparable since the
matter to us?
agan Sherrington more
dollar is not worth as much.
The problem is that this
The
result
of
exports
not only affects the oil companies, for
students
travelling trying to exchange euros back to
economy due to fewer purchases.
increasing and imported goods
but the people working for them abroad.
Sophomore
Alaina dollars is not beneficial because
Also, transactions between
decreasing are: a trimming of
as well. Thousands of people Studt,
studied
abroad
in you end up losing money." American and foreign countries
American trade and budget
have been put out of their jobs. Guatemala over intersession.
The current exchange rate
can result in fewer dollars when
deficits, a stimulation of the
This is a problem because nearly a
"The exchange from dollar for dollar to euro is 1 to 0.88,
the currency is exchanged. A economy, and job creation.
million US workers are currently to quetzal was insane." Studt while Sherrington was travelling
stronger dollar, which means that
This calls into question
employed by the oil industry, but said. "I could buy about five
the exchange rate was 1 to 1.27
a dollar is of more value in foreign whether a strong dollar is
with this trend how many will dinners in Guatemala with the and dropped down to 1 to 1.11.
currency, could also result in the
better than a weak dollar when
still have jobs?
money I would spend on one
However, there are some
undoing of the positive effects
it comes to the impact on the
Although it seems that dinner here in the United States." drawbacks.
Corporate
debt
of a weaker dollar, which means
local and global economy.
the negative impacts are much The exchange rate from dollar tends to be dollar-dominated
that the dollar is depriciated
Whatever the answer, the
steeper than anything positive, to quetzal is currently 1 to 7.67. and having a strong dollar will
and more dollars are needed to fluctuation
in the strength of
that is not the case. I believe that
Sophomore
Meagan result in debt becoming more
buy a unit of foreign currency.. the dollar will be something
the winners outweigh the losers in Sherrington
experienced expensive in foreign countries,
Although a weaker dollar
that the American populace
this situation. The main, and only, both
the
drawbacks
and which could heighten financial
means that it is not worth will need to learn to deal with.
losers here are the oil industry
and its employees.
Even though people
might be getting laid off, the
drop in oil prices is adding to
the growth of open jobs in other
markets.
BRIANNA HARRINGTON
mature into the cells needed for
With
more
money,
BUSINESS EDITOR
the brain to produce dopamine,
people are investing their money
@ButterflyBri95
which is lacking in Parkinson's
in other things, which leads to a
patients.
stronger demand that may require
Biotechnology has
been
The stem cells will be
businesses to open more jobs.
making many
advancements
transplanted into the patient's
The New York Times reported this year. This year brought new
brain and it will lead to restored
that
the average American autism blood testing along with
dopamine production and normal
household is saving $750 annually a new therapy for patients with
bodily movement.
with the drop in prices, and Parkinson's disease.
Prior to this treatment,
people who depend on heating oil
Both are expected to start
another one was tested that had
and propane for their homes are taking place as soon as the end of
mixed results.
projected to save another $750.
this month.
Some patients improved,
For students, it means we can
For University of San
some stayed the same and
have a little more pocket cash Diego students that have family
others got even worse due to
for things like paying off bills, a members with any of these
what researchers believe was an
night on the town, going to the unfortunate diagnoses, it means
overload of dopamine.
movies with friends, and dining local treatment that is of higher
The treatment consisted
out.
quality.
of transplanting fetal brain cells
The price drop benefits many
San
Diego's
Pediatric
Photo courtesy ofwww.wsnewspublishers.com
into the brains of Parkinson's
working-class people, retirees, Bioscience is preparing to sell
Autism testing is leading to early detection in children,
patients. This new treatment has
and it seems to disproportionately a blood test that would detect are predisposed to because it can
soon as this month.
had much more success.
help
lower-income
groups. autism in one of its most common cause decisions to be made that
Australia was chosen over
It has been tested on monkeys
However, businesses are being forms, which is called maternal
would not be made otherwise and
America's own Federal Drug and researchers have found
affected in a positive way as well. autoantibody-related autism.
the results can change the way
Administration because the FDA that the new stem cells tend to
The New York Times states
The blood test would be
you live your life," Sherrington
tends to give definitive answers generate the appropriate amount
that the auto industry is projected
able to detect the antibodies in a said.
and the process for choosing of dopamine needed for normal
to reach sales of 17 million this woman's blood that causes this
When brought to market, the
prospective patients is tedious
bodily functions, which leads
year; sales have not been that strain of autism.
test will cost about $1,000, and
and slow.
to the belief that the implanted
high since 2005.
This new test could lead to
will be partially subsidized for
Sophomore Noelle Souza has stem cells and the monkey brains
This increase in auto improvements in the care and
women who cannot afford to pay
a family background in medicine
communicate normally.
sales will lead to a boost in prevention of autism since the such a steep cost.
as her mom and grandmother are
A similar effort is taking
manufacturing jobs.
care for this disorder is most
It is expected that after
both nurses.
place at The Scripps Research
Although there are some effective when started as early as
continuing
experiments
and
"I feel like this could have Institute and Scripps Health.
negative consequences to the possible.
research, insurance companies
been taken care of already with all
Their research includes the
sudden drop in oil pricing,
Sophomore
Meagan
will play a part in the payment of
the advancements in medicine," use of artificial embryonic stem
the positive outweighs and Sherrington
highlights
the
the test.
Souza said. "It is sad that we have cells, however their research
counteracts many of them.
drawbacks of this advancement.
Parkinson's
therapy
has
to export our Parkinson's therapy
could take up to two years to enter
So, next time you're at
"A lot of debate in the bio
recently made a breakthrough
to Australia."
into therapy while the Australian
the pump, rejoice all you want
world is going on about whether and the research is expected to
The
process
includes therapy will most likely be put
and revel in it while it lasts.
people should know what they receive approval in Australia as
into action much sooner.
growing stem cells that can

New advancements in biotechnology
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Road blocks for the construction of Chargers' stadium
DYLAN BROCKMEYER
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR

@dbrock08
Mayor Kevin Faulconer has
recently put together an advisory
group of developers, financial
experts, and a former Chargers
executive in order to create
an optimum solution to the 12
year problem of the request for
building the San Diego Chargers
a new stadium.
The
Chargers
initially
expressed
discontent
with
Qualcomm Stadium back in
2003. It is now one of the oldest,
if not the oldest stadium in the
NFL.

There is an imminent threat
that the team will leave San
Diego and relocate unless the
stadium issue is resolved soon.
Previously, when Faulconer
had formed a task force, they
received little to no feedback
from the government or taxpayers
when plans were made for the
stadium development.
This new advisory board
hopes to create a plan for the
2016 ballot to give San Diego
voters a voice.
In a statement for NBC 7
San Diego, Faulconer spoke of
what this advisory team will do.
"The independent group will give
1 ~lan
"
*' " '

in the past 13 years," Faulconer
said. "These experts will explore
all possibilities to finance
the
project, with the clear direction
from me that it must be a good
and fair deal for San Diego
taxpayers."
The ultimate goal is to avoid
increasing taxes for San Diego;
they are looking for ways to
fund the project through private
money so the ballot can pass the
difficult majority it has struggled
against in the past.
Sophomore Taylor Thane
argues that the whole football
industry has become a major
business, and therefore the
history and culture between the

team and the city is lost to the
goal of maximizing money.
"It's just like what happened
to the 49ers," Thane said. "It was
less authentic when they moved
to Santa Clara. It takes away the
whole history and now I don't
know, it's more of a business. It
would be sad if the same thing
happened to the Chargers."
Other University of San
Diego students, like sophomore
Shayna Ryan, expressed similar
concerns to those of Thane.
"Although a 49ers fan, I'd
be really mad too if the Chargers
left," Ryan said. "Not only has
the stadium been taking so long
but why make the effort if they're

going to move? The niners moved
their stadium an hour outside
of the city and now it's just
inconvenient for everyone. For a
team to be in one city so long, it
saddens the loyal fans more than
anyone when they leave."
The options the team are
presented with are: funding
from the Chargers and the
NFL, corporate partnerships,
licensing and extra charges for
seats and tickets, naming rights,
and, obviously, higher prices for
concessions inside the stadium,
and premium parking.
One of the major conflicts
hindering the stadium plans is
the request from local San Diego
hotels for an expansion along the
bayfront center in competition
with the Chargers' request for a
hybrid, retractable-roof stadium
along Harbor Drive.
Some University of San
Diego students are mildly upset
with how long the new stadium
has taken to make it past even the
planning stages.
Junior Meghan Mcmurray
hopes that construction will
begin soon and the project will
come out of the planning stages.
"The team might honestly be
moving to LA," McMurray said.
"But maybe the mayor is still
trying to find ways to complete
the project in hopes of keeping
them. I have no idea why it's
taking them so long to build the
stadium."
Hopefully, the plan that
Faulconer's new advisory board
creates includes all the requested
factors and has the potential to

keep the Chargers in San Diego

The development plans for Qualcomm Stadium have been in the works for twelve years.

f

and the long time fans happy.
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Perry's Party

The 57th annual Grammy Awards will take place this Sunday at 5 p.m. in
Los Angeles. Here is a brief look at some of the nominees and who will win:
•••••

KEVIN KARN

SMITH

ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
@kkarn7

With all due respect to Katy
Perry, this column is dedicated to
the underappreciated stars of the
Super Bowl Halftime Show. Yes,
I am looking at you, Mr. bright
blue shark with two legs. And
you, multi-colored beach ball
with one tooth whose eyes make
it hard to tell if you are happy
or sad. And of course 1 cannot
leave out the giant, golden lion
that looked like it jumped out
of Transformers or, for my 90s
friends out there, the Mighty
Morphing Power Rangers.
Many people will want
to talk about Perry's dynamic
setlist or incredible live singing,
but the performance alone does
not do the show justice. Pepsi
spared no expense and utilized
the entire space magnificently,
finally giving its audience a
spectacle worthy of America's
greatest national stage. The
company also let everyone know
which brand was responsible,
using inflatable, lit orbs of red,
blue and white to make a huge
Pepsi logo on the field.
However, that shameless
product placement eventually
gave way to the golden, metallic
lion with glowing, red eyes that
carried Perry to the stage during
a rendition of her hit "Roar."
Despite the incredible size and
metallic nature of it, the lion
moved with incredible fluidity
and grace. There were people
dressed in all black who actually
operated the individual limbs of
the lion, showing unbelievable
coordination and precision in
moving something across the
field that was likely 30 feet tall
and 60 feet long.
The scene transitioned to
a massive, three-dimensional
video display beneath Perry that
provided the perfect backdrop
for
2014's
most
watched
YouTube song "Dark Horse."
Fully backed by a group of
dancers dressed in all silver
on top of a transforming chess
board ground display, it looked
like a blend of a hip-hop music
video and Cirque du Soleil.
Perry then stepped into her
"Teenage Dream" on a beach set
complete with palm trees, sand,
and backup dancers of sharks
and beach balls. It was hard
not to think of Google Chrome
when staring at Perry's dress,
but luckily the dancing, walking
beach balls were enough to avert
the eyes.
Lastly, call me naive but I
did not expect Perry to perform
her closing number "Firework"
on a sparking, shooting star
platform that rose multiple
stories off of the ground. Pepsi
wrapped up the show with a
full fireworks display above the
stadium, against the night sky,
while Perry sang her anthem
above the crowds. So if you ever
find yourself wondering who
actually won Super Bowl 49, the
answer is none other than Pepsi
and all of us who got to watch it.

LONELY HOUR
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Album of the Year

Song of the Year

Morning Phase - Beck
Beyonce - Beyonce
X - Ed Sheeran
In the Lonely Hour - Sam
Smith
Girl - Pharrell Williams

All About that Bass Meghan Trainor
Chandelier - Sia
Shake it Off - Taylor Swift
Stay With Me - Sam Smith
Take Me to Church Hozier

Who Should Win?
In the Lonely Hour - Sam
Smith

Who Should Win?
Stay With Me - Sam Smith

Who Will Win?
Sam Smith introduced his
Who Will Win?
Beyonce suprised the music ethereal vocals to the world
on this monster hit. He will
world with the release
take home this one.
of her self-titled album.
Queen B reigns supreme.
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Best New Artist
Iggy Azalea
Bastille
Brandy Clark
Haim
Sam Smith
Who Should Win?
Sam Smith

Best Pop Album
Ghost Stories - Coldplay
Bangerz - Miley Cyrus
My Everything - Ariana
Grande
Prism - Katy Perry
X - Ed Sheeran
In the Lonely Hour - Sam
Smith

Who Will Win?
The best new artist with the
best song and the best pop
album of the year. This one
is a lock for Sam Smith.

Who Should Win?
In the Lonely Hour - Sam
Smith

Best Urban
Contemporary
Album

Best Rock Album

Who Will Win?
Sam Smith will continue
his Grammy-winning party
in this category.
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Best Rap Album
The New Classic - Iggy
Azalea
Because the Internet Childish Gambino
Nobody's Smiling Common
The Marshall Mathers LP2
- Eminem
Oxymoron - Schoolboy Q
Blacc Hollywood - Wiz
Khalifa
Who Should Win?
Because the Internet Childish Gambino
Who Will Win?
Gambino benefits from a
year without Kanye and
Kendrick and gets the
recognition he deserves as
one of rap's finest artists.

Best Country
Album
Riser - Dierks Bentley
The Outsiders - Eric
Church
12 Stories - Brandy Clark
Platinum - Miranda
Lambert
The Way I'm Livin' - Lee
Ann Womack
Who Should Win?
Don't they have enough
award shows already?
Who Will Win?
In a close battle between
Miranda Lambert and Eric
Church, we'll have to go
with Eric Church on this
one.

ARTS & CULTURE
ASSISTANT WANTED
Interested? Contact: arts@sandiego.edu

Sail Out - Jhene Aiko
Beyonce - Beyonce
X - Chris Brown
Mali Is... - Mail Music
Girl - Pharrell Williams
Who Should Win?
Sail Out - Jhene Aiko
Who Will Win?
In an amazingly strong
category full of potential
and current superstars,
Beyonce asserts herself as
one of the all-time best as
she takes this one.

Ryan Adams - Ryan Adams
Morning Phase - Beck
Turn Blue - The Black
Keys
Hypnotic Eye - Tom Petty
& The Heartbreakers
Songs of Innocence - U2
Who Should Win?
Turn Blue - The Black
Keys
Who Will Win?
Beck goes back to the
future and returns to
musical relevance with this
strong album.

* All Album Photos Courtesy of Amazon
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Available private bedroom/bathroom at Cannel Pacific
Ridge. Rent is $1100/month. Please contact 760-5251938 for more information.
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Images of the week: All Faith Service
Last week's annual All Faith Service brought Toreros from all walks of life together in order to
celebrate this year's unifying theme of water. Here are some memorable images from the event:

Venerable Phra Pirayan Sombanda leads a Buddhist meditation and blessing entitled "Excellent Blessing.

•tin

•i
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Sara Tiili, PhD, gives her Muslim reflection: "Water: A Sacred Trust."

High school students Bhavika Maniar and Noopur Mehta describe the great river Yamuna through dance.
*AII Faith Service Photos Courtesy of USD Digital and Media Communications

"Scorched" sizzles as a science fiction sensation
KEVIN KARN
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

@kkarn7
"Scorched" is the selfpublished novel by Michael Soil
that takes readers to uncharted
territory in a post-apocalyptic,
underground world. The title
reflects the devastation and
incineration of the Earth's
atmosphere, which has forced
the human survivors to establish
civilizations beneath the Earth's
surface.
Soli, a recent UCLA
graduate
who
has
been
recognized for his achievements
in screenplay writing as a PAGE
International
Screenwriting
contest winner and finalist in
Francis Ford Coppola's Zoetrope
contest, asserts his strength in
the novel by showcasing his
detail-oriented writing style.
His intricate descriptions of
the underground civilizations
answer all of the reader's
questions, such as how the
humans are able to breathe, what
they use for light and food, and
the specific societal roles for the
characters in the story.
The main avenue through
which he successfully paints a
picture of an entirely foreign
world is by following three
teenagers
desperate
for

adventure: Spec, Cotta, and
Kaolin. Having lived their
entire lives underground in one
colony, they seek to break out
of the monotonous cycle of their
everyday lives. Spec, above all,
longs to experience life outside
of his world and dreams of
one day reaching the surface,
unafraid of the potentially lethal
consequences.
The longing for freedom and
pursuit of one's own curiosities
are two important central themes
in the novel. Soil illustrates
them through the use of firstperson narrative, which begins
with Spec and eventually shifts
between different characters in
different civilizations. While the
technique is effective in revealing
the characters' inner desires, the
narrative voice often switches
between one of youth and naivety
and one of a very scientific
nature. There is also a tendency
for the narrator, specifically
the main protagonist Spec, to
reveal the themes in awkward
philosophical statements such as
when he states, "I'd rather have
my light extinguished than never
having been lit."
Though the subtle shifts
in voice can be distracting
at times, it does not detract
from the otherwise engaging

and compelling survival story
that Soli has accomplished in
"Scorched." Where the story
succeeds is in its unquestionable
originality and believability
in both the setting and its
characters. This again points
back to Soil's attention to detail
and overall storytelling abilities.
Each introduction of a new
civilization draws the reader in
because they want to learn about
the people, the customs and the
various knowledge that exists in
each society. It is a fascinating
recolonization of the human
race that puts familiar creatures
with familiar feelings in very
unfamiliar situations.
At its core, "Scorched" is a
novel about humanity and finding
one's place in the world. This
is a theme that any adolescent
can relate to and undoubtedly
is a driving force in the book
being once ranked number one
on Amazon's top 100 free list
for Young Adult Action and
Adventure. Anyone who is a
fan of science fiction and postapocalyptic literature will find
great pleasure in it and should
definitely read it. The book is
available for free download and
can also be purchased off of the
Amazon website in paperback
for $8.85.

Photo Courtesy of Amazon

Check out Michael Soil's "Scorched" available on Amazon.com.
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"My Mew^ Year's resolutloK *»as to
get stroKger and more flexible, I
already got rvty keadstaKd aKd I
almost kave my left splits. Also,
I'm currently *>orklKg ok my cro«*>
pose IK yoga, "
- Allsa Mackesy, OuKlor
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"My Ne*>
Year's resolutlHWs^as to
try Kewo tklKgs, I applied to
study abroad tkls summer,
<^klck Is Kewo for me, I tried
cjulKoa aKd veggie patties
receKtly because my brotker Is
vegetaruaK aKd I actually
r e a l l y l i k e d t k e m , Mo<*> I c k l K k
tkat *>keK life kaKds me aK
opportuKlty to do sometklK9
Ke<*>, say yes aKd take It,"
,-CrtK Smltk, OuKlor
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"My
Newo Year's resolutloK
*>as to get out aKd
surf more, if I 90
today, It'll be my 6tk
day lK a rouo
gocKg,"-Taylor Kress,
SeKlor

"My
Year's
resolutloK «oas to be more
proactive aKd follow tkrou9k u^ltk
my 9oals, I started tkls Ke*>
exercise program aKd am actually
followiKg tkrougk *>ltk lt,"-Clark
CaKKoK, Sopkomore
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"My OplKloK OK
Ne*> Year's resolucloKs Is tkat
u>keK tken are created, IK
•
II
partKers or as a group, tkey are
more likely to be macKtalKed,
Wketker It's a voork out buddy
or a study partKer, It's more
likely to be successful tkaK if
tkey *>ere to do It aloKe,"
Ilk -Robert MartlKez., SeKlor
•w*
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"My resolutloK *>as
to reorgaKlz.e my
time for studylKg to
ackleve my goal of
a 3,5 <2r?A," -Matt
Oacobs, Sopkomore
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y Meu> Year's resolutloK Is to be Klcer,
I've tried to say kl to people I may Kot
Kecessarlly kKoa) OK campus,"- CarlKa
Harms, OuKlor
•
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"I doK't make prwal
resolutloKs, I like to reflect OK
% v. tke year before aKd look at *>kat
tklKgs I u^aKt to ckaKge aKd tke
tklKgs tkat I'm proud of, I try to
come up w^ltk a maKtra, tkls year
Is 'if you put good IK, you'll get
good out,' I'm trylKg to get rid
of toxic tklKgs IK my life like
food aKd relatloKskups," -OaKe
HeKdersoK, Sopkomore

•*»

'* *

' .9
w4c%! !-•'

,«

•9

10 THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 5, 2015 •THE VISTA

FEATURE

Half Time program debuts at USD
Second year students are inspired to serve through weekend retreat
CHRISTINA BELLOSO
CONTRIBUTOR

When asked about his thoughts
on love and charity work,
Pope Francis highlighted why
philanthropy is so important to to
the Catholic community, carrying
over into a community such as
the University of San Diego.
"It means protecting people,
showing loving concern for each
and every person, especially
children, the elderly, those in
need, who are often the last we
think about, " Pope Francis said.
People come to college
expecting to get the most out of
their experience, change lives
and make a difference in some
way.
Biology majors expect to
become doctors or scientists who
aid the sick. Engineering majors
expect to create new technology
to help others. Psychology majors
hope to help those with mental
illness and beyond. The idea of
helping people can be found in all
majors really. However, amidst
the challenging schoolwork,
long classes and endless need
for sleep, students lose touch
with their hunger to help others
and live up to the university's
standards of being a changemaker.
During intersession of this
year, from Jan. 21 through Jan.
23, University Ministry teamed

up with USD Career Services
to create a program dedicated to
sophomores called Half Time.
The first program of its kind,
University Ministry's Assistant
Vice President and Director,
Michael Lovette-Coyler,recruited
29 sophomores to pilot a program
designed to allow for reflection of
the past two years of college and
plan for the next two years ahead.
Opening the retreat, LovetteCoyler believed that community
service as well as reflection
would allow sophomores to get
the most out of this experience.
"We must focus inward
on ourselves, but also open
ourselves
outward
to
the
world," Lovette-Coyler said.
He said that the University
Ministry
has
always
been
committed to providing programs
for first year students to acclimate
them to college life as well
as seniors in helping them to
transition to the real world,
however there had never been a
program focusing on the awkward
time between the two that some
sophomores experience. The
name of the program, Half
Time, came from the same
program that Boston College
has hosted, also titled Half Time.
Each day had a specific
purpose that would lead to selfgrowth for the participants:
The first day was dedicated to

introductions and reflecting on
the past two years at school and
memories that helped to shape
who the participants were today.
After watching the inspirational
Robin Williams' movie, "Patch
Adams", participants were sent
off for the night to get some rest.
The next day was devoted to
service out in the Linda Vista
community. A common talking
point was the fact that USD
is almost like a bubble. Many
students on campus forget that
although they go to a wealthy
school, there is a low-income
community that surrounds us and
needs our help. Working closely
with the Mulvaney Center for
Community,
Awareness
and
Social Action {CASA), LovetteCoyler organized for students
to volunteer at the community
garden at Montgomery Middle
School and work with the
children at the Southwest Keys
facility, who are unaccompanied
immigrant children who have
crossed the border without family.
Associate
University
Minister, Maria Gaughan, who
works closely with CASA,
holds
service
and
social
justice close to her heart.
"That day gave them [the
students] the ability to not just talk
about things, but really experience
things hands-on," Gaughan said.
She also explained the Turn

"It was a great point
Left Campaign that CASA is
working to introduce to the of re-evaluation, Peugh said.
USD population. It encourages Just a moment to double check
students to try and turn left on that you're heading in the
Linda Vista and explore an area direction that you want to be and
that may seem polar opposite to opportunities for change if you're
the community that they would not satisfied with what you find."
Sophomore
Meaghan
find in the shopping center
with Urbane and Starbucks. O'Connor had an equally positive
The last day was committed to experience and enjoyed receiving
the planning of the sophomores' advice from people who are
next two years at USD, and dedicated to USD and its students.
"It was awesome to learn how
potentially the rest of their lives.
Career Services held a seminar we can combine the needs of the
for the students, analyzed their community with our passions
personality types, describing job to pursue a career that is both
options associated with those fulfilling for us and beneficial
types, and explained services to others," O'Connor said.
offered to students to get involved While Lovette-Coyler believes
and prepared for job opportunities. the program was extremely
Lovette-Coyler
commended successful, he already has goals
Career Service's efforts to for what the program could
be more active in freshmen bring to sophomores next year.
"We want to continue and
and
sophomores'
lives.
"Career Services has been build on it, advertise it better,
revising how they do their spread the word more and
work and how they engage tweak the program so it's
first year and second year richer," Lovette-Coyler said.
students ,Lovette-Co.yler
said. As Boston College's Half Time
"They're trying to work with mission statement explains, "
people earlier rather than seniors." [Halftime] is a chance to step
Overall, the program was away from campus to reflect on
widely received by its participants where you have been...where you
and the students felt that they are...and where you are going."
Lovette-Coyler was able
benefited from all it had to offer
Sophomore Jason Peughsaw the to fulfill this and more for the
program as a time to reflect,check sophomores that participated
in with himself and reevaluate and plans on reaching out to
the purpose he has here at USD. even more students this semester.
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Obama takes on YouTube

Gee, Thanks
Snapchat

Obama tries a new route to connect with our generation via #YouTubeAsksObama
ELISABETH SMITH
CONTRIBUTOR

How often does the average
college student stop their Netflix
marathons to tune in to a political
address or debate? Without
conducting a formal survey, it is
easy to guess that not many of us
watched the State of the Union
address January 20, without the
incentive of extra credit for a
political science class.
In an effort to connect with
an audience that failed to watch
his address, President Obama
arranged to be interviewed in a
livestream broadcast, Jan. 22.
YouTube
personalities
Hank
Green, Bethany Mota, and
GloZell Green provided access to
the broader audience that Obama
was looking for, with a combined
audience of almost 14 million
subscribers.
The livestream created a way
for younger people to see Obama in
a more informal setting answering
questions that they wanted to ask.
In a White House press release,
viewers were encouraged to "use
#YouTubeAsksObama on your
social media channels—some of
your questions may be asked
during the interview."
The livestream covered a
wide range of topics from North
Korea and cyber security, to the
proposal of two free years of
college and the Affordable Care
Act. Despite the heavy topics, the
Youtubers and Obama kept the
mood light while joking about
what superpower the president
wants, which is to speak any
language, even though the first
lady finds that nerdy.
Junior Tyler Banks, who
follows politics through apps like
CNN, which alert him with news
stories as they are released, finds
that having information about
politics more easily accessible
and relatable helps young people.
"Young people tend to look
towards leaders that represent
them, and when they see a
president who is talking about
super powers they feel a sense of
connection," Banks said. "I think
it is beneficial for everyone to
see the president in an informal

JULIANA CURTIS
OPINION EDITOR

@julianacurtis28

setting, however there are limits
on this. I think the president needs
to first be respected and secondly
liked."
Youtuber Mota admitted in
the interview that she does not
follow politics much, which is
not unusual for a 19-year-old and
her similar-aged audience. This
broadcast created a great pathway
for the Obama administration
to connect directly with the
audience, which is what our
generation needs. Politics seems
like something for our parents,
but truthfully, politics affects us
now, and we have the power to
influence politicians.
Freshman Megan Woody
has made a habit of keeping up
on politics since taking civics
classes in high school.
"All my past classes really
encouraged civic participation.
You can't get mad at politics if
you don't even make an effort to
learn about it or take any action,"
Woody said. "Only 60% of the
voter population actually votes."
Hank Green, who is one
half of the YouTube channel
Vlogbrothers, has created many
videos designed to educate his
audience about social issues and
politics, prior to the White House
interview. On Oct. 31, 2014 he
uploaded a video titled "Ten
Terrible Reasons to not Vote (and
two good ones)." By explaining
the importance of voting, he
encouraged of-age viewers to go
out to the polls.

His interview with Obama is
a continuation of his effort to both
educate his viewers, and spark
political involvement amongst
the younger generation.
Dr. Karen Shelby, professor
of Political Theory, asks her
students to take current news
items and relate them to the
political theories they learn in
class. This teaches students how
politics is something that happens
every day, and not just in a
classroom.
"I think politics is for
everyone. It's legitimate to use
alternative media to encourage
young people to engage with
politics," Shelby said.
Using social media outlets
like YouTube to influence young
people to participate and care
about politics is a huge step
in the right direction. Without
this generation's participation,
our views cannot be expressed
in Washington D.C., leaving
college- aged students without
a say in important issues like
affordable education.
The quick and easy access
that social media provides has
become a revolutionary tool in
reaching the youth, however,
there are potential drawbacks
to having information so easily
created and circulated.
"I think social media is a
double edged sword. On one side
it allows information to be on
hand at all times. It provides both
politicians and the people a wa\

to connect and to stay connected,"
Banks said. "However, many
times false information is present
and is spread like wildfire through
social media."
By appearing directly on
social media, accessed by just
a simple hashtag, Obama has
opened a path of communication
where he is in control of the
interpretation and accuracy of
information.
Since social media is such
an ever-present part of our world
now, it is important for everyone,
but especially those with a
significant amount of influence,
to express the significance
of political awareness and
accuracy.
Livestreams
like
this should become a more
frequent occurrence, and not just
supplements to the State of the
Union address.
"I think it could benefit
more people by reaching a whole
different demographic. A lot of
people are on the Internet all the
time, and it spreads information
in an effective way," Woody said.
"[Livestreams] could change the
way the government reaches out
to the public."
So thank you Mr. President,
for making an effort to connect
to the whole country, and
understanding that traditional
ways of connecting are not
as relevant anymore. Please
continue to take advantage of the
technology that we are all using.
Change is definitely possible.

INTERVIEW WITH

P R'E S I D E N T
fO B A M A
BETHANY MOTA

HANK GREEN

GLOZELL GREEN

Screenshot courtesy of Youtube/ The White House

A dark cloud settled over all
of social media last Tuesday when
Snapchat introduced their latest
update to the extremely popular
app. This update was supposed to
be about adding a new Discover
feature, where you can get
pointless little tidbits of news in a
confusing snap story type fashion,
but we all know this is not what
got people buzzing.
In fact, buzzing would be
putting it quite lightly. Snapchat
users are either panicking beyond
belief or rejoicing about the
newfound freedom this update
provides. All of these emotions
can be explained with one simple
reason: no more public best
friends.
If you are unfamiliar with
Snapchat, best friends are the three
other Snapchat users with whom a
user communicates the most, and
the list of those people has always
been visible to all of the user's
Snapchat friends. Now, however,
that list is private, visible only to
that individual person. This means
half the fun of Snapchatting,
creeping on who your friends are
talking to, is now gone.
I can't explain why we all
feel the need to be so nosy, but
any Snapchat user will admit that
they occasionally lurk on who
their friends, family members and,
especially, exes are talking to.
It's an easy way to keep tabs on
everyone without them knowing
it, and we are all guilty of enjoying
the ability to do so.
This update also means that
couples everywhere have a new
element of tension added to their
relationships. No longer having the
ability to check the faithfulness of
your significant other has sparked
paranoia and panic in some, and
celebration in those who are not so
faithful, as they will no longer get
caught snapping their side chicks
(or guys).
Coming from someone in
a long-term and long-distance
relationship, I know firsthand how
handy this feature was. Knowing
that I could always check on who
my other half was talking to was
a comforting reminder that I just
couldn't not utilize, despite my
trust in him. And even though
I would never see any cause for
concern on his best friends list, it
never stopped me from peeking at
it occasionally. Okay, more than
occasionally. You know, just in
case.
Snapchat claims that this is
only temporary and that the best
friends will soon be public again,
and I sincerely hope this is true.
In the meantime, we will all just
have to be extra creepy on other
forms of social media to make
up for this unfortunate stalking
barrier. And for those who are
taking advantage of this update as
a way to stray, I fear for the day
your infidelities will unexpectedly
be made public again, and the next
wave of Snapchat drama hits our
news feeds.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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The #effyourbeautystandards movement
Plus-size model Tess Munster starts a dialogue about body positivity with a sassy hashtag

DANIELLE DEVRIES
CONTRIBUTOR

With body perfection just
a few clicks away using photo
retouching methods such as
Photoshop, most of the images
we see of the human body are
highly unrealistic. This ' has
prompted many people to call for
a decrease in Photoshop use on
ads, especially ones targeted to
younger girls.
While some companies have
listened to the public's request,
and decreased or stopped their
Photoshop use, many continue to
retouch photos in order to achieve
the look of ideal beauty.
In response to these beauty
standards,
plus-size
model
Tess Munster started a Twitter
campaign, using the hashtag
#effyourbeautystandards
to
spread a message of body
positivity.
At 5' 5" and wearing a size
22, Munster is far from a typical
model, and is adamant about
changing how the world defines
beauty. However, in Munster's
effort to promote plus-size
beauty, she is also suggesting that
those that fit the current beauty
mold should not be celebrated.
With this, it becomes clear that
the issue isn't what the beauty
standards are, but rather, that we
have beauty standards at all.
Junior Laurel Gardner,
who has always been naturally
thin, knows the reality of body
shaming and that it happens to

everyone.
"Growing up in our society
is hard for girls of all shapes and
sizes, including slimmer girls,"
Gardner said.
"I have definitely had times
when I have been unhappy with
my body, because people have
told me I am too thin, despite
never trying to make myself
slimmer; I rarely say no to
dessert! I think it's important to
learn to love yourself the way you
are and appreciate your body and
everything it does for you."
Rather than focusing on
body shape or size, health should
be the top priority when it comes
to how we think about our bodies.
According to the CDC, a
woman of Munster's height of
5' 5" should weigh between 111
to 150 pounds to be considered
normal weight. Anyone this height
over 150 pounds is considered to
be overweight or obese.
At a size 22, Munster is
considered obese for her height,
and while it is great that she is
comfortable with her own body,
she is not a good role model
for body image from a health
standpoint.
Despite her health coming
into question, her message of
body positivity is a step in the
right direction for many people.
Senior Kristen Darling
thinks it is important to remain
optimistic no matter your size.
"Body positivity is so, so
important, whether you are a size

two or a size fourteen," Darling
said. "After all, comparison is
the thief of joy! For me, body
positivity starts with a smile and
an optimistic attitude."
"Sure, there are things I
don't like about my body, but
there are also aspects I love. I've
started to take recreation classes
to get more in shape, and 1 love
to wear clothes that make me feel
great. To me, body positivity is the
understanding that you are happy,
healthy, and most importantly,
worth it, regardless of what size
you wear."
The population as a whole
needs to adopt attitudes like this
one. Rather than body shaming
and putting people down for what
size they wear, whether small
or big, we should focus on the
wonderful things our bodies can
do and the different ways to keep
them healthy.
University of San Diego
offers so many great ways to stay
active, whether it be intramurals
or recreation classes, and the San
Diego weather provides plenty
of opportunities to get outside
and get moving. By focusing on
health, it's easy to appreciate your
body rather than envy others'
bodies.
Sophomore
Matthew
Roberson emphasized that beauty
is in the eye of the beholder,
and that there should not be one
standard of what is considered
beautiful.
"I think that as a society

programs. And these programs
don't disappoint. The only
disappointment takes place upon
return.
Whether you are coming
back from Semester at Sea,
Second Year Experience, or a
semester in Florence, returning
back to reality is not always easy
for a variety of reasons.
First off, you are leaving
a place you were fully immersed
into, you are in a completely
different time-zone and returning
from intersession abroad only
gives you two or three days to
adjust before jumping into the
spring semester.
It can be difficult to
make a smooth transition from
living in another country to
returning home given all these
conditions. USD makes sure
its students are equipped with
everything they will need before
they embark on their adventure
abroad, but what does it do when
those same students return?
Students who studied
abroad during intercession began
their adventure on Jan. 3rd and
returned home with very little
time to recuperate, unpack, and
begin their spring semester at
USD.

Senior Karlene Ferraro
has just returned from intersession
in London and is still adjusting to
the eight-hour time difference.
"To be honest, it was
a little jarring coming back,"
Ferraro said. "It is extremely
different from London. I wish
that I had more time to readjust
to life back in the states, and
definitely felt rushed going
straight from intersession to the
Spring semester."
One
thing
students
realize while abroad is how easy
it is to immerse in the culture
and feel as if they were actually
living there, but that immersion
is not as easily reversed. When
abroad, students are relieved of
the everyday responsibilities
they may have been burdened
with at USD. With the freedom
to explore new countries, putting
academics and extracurriculars
to the wayside for a while, an
immediate return to all of those
obligations is putting a lot of
stress on students that they may
not have been fully prepped for.
After spending her fall
semester at sea, Junior Arianna
Middleman, had help from the
Semester at Sea faculty to get
ready for her return.

Photo courtesy of Tess Munster/Facebook

we should celebrate all kinds of
body types and discourage people
from having a rigid belief of
what it means to be beautiful,"
Roberson said. "If society were
more open-minded and accepting
of all types of bodies, then there
wouldn't even be a need for
campaigns like this."
Rather than aiming to fix
ourselves, or our body shape, the
goal should be to fix society's
perception of beauty.
The issue is not in
appearance, but rather how we
judge others and ourselves. By
thinking about our bodies from
a health standpoint, we can focus
on what a gift our bodies are,
instead of resenting them for how
they look. It is a mental change,

not a physical one, that needs to
take place in order to recognize
the beauty each person holds.
M u n s t e r ' s
#effyourbeautystandards
movement has been effective
in that it has opened up a
conversation about body image
nationally. This is a movement
that
universities everywhere
should follow, challenging the
current perception of beauty
and acceptance and, hopefully,
making more people comfortable
and confident in their bodies.
With Munster as a leader,
the University of San Diego
should embrace this movement
and bring more body positivity to
campus, starting with a focus on
health.

Studying abroad is great, returning is not
KAITLIN GOODHART

ASSIST. OPINION EDITOR

To
go abroad, or
not to go abroad? That is the
question. As someone who
has recently returned from the
London intersession program, I
highly recommend students take
advantage of the great programs.
However,
returning
home from abroad has its
downfalls, which the University
of San Diego does not help
smooth over. The transition of
returning from abroad to USD is
so abrupt, in fact, you might just
forget the difference between the
IPJ and the JCP.
For
the
2014-2015
School year, USD's Office of
International Studies Abroad
reported that 575 undergraduate
students made the decision to
study abroad. According to
the Institute of International
Education, USD is ranked as
the second leading study abroad
program in the country.
Since 2009, 86 percent
of undergraduate students have
chosen to study abroad; either
during a semester long program,
an intersession, or summer
program.
USD highly prides itself
on its numerous international

"I don't think USD did sorority obligations, and all my
anything actually. But semester other responsibilities," Hohl said.
at sea had talks and presentations "I could have used a little help
about
getting
re-acclimated handling that to be honest."
At the least, a welcome
to the U.S. and to our home
universities," Middleman said. back get-together would be one
"USD could have probably held way to help get students re
that sort of thing for students engaged in the American lifestyle
that struggled coming back to with a community they know and
school, but for me it was an easy trust.
"USD
hosted
a
transition and I am excited to be
closing
dinner
when
we
were
back!"
To
help
students in London, but I think having
returning from intersession and a welcome back dinner would
semester programs, on-campus be more appropriate," Ferraro
resources would be beneficial, said. "Maybe even have some
such as group meetings or students who have participated in
strategy sessions led by faculty the program before come speak
and talk about what they did to
with tips to readjust.
For students who are adjust."
Whether you had the
having an exceptionally difficult
time rejoining the real world, time of your life or were counting
it would be beneficial to have down the days to your flight home,
counselors, or at least abroad studying abroad is a life-changing
veterans, occasionally check in experience. That is partially
what makes coming home so
with these students.
Senior Tatum
Hohl difficult. Having resources or
would have appreciated some advice on how to readjust to your
additional care after returning normal life would be extremely
from a semester in Florence last rewarding and help ease some
stress of unpacking, getting your
year.
"It
was
a
little sleep schedule back on track,
depressing coming back from and making sure you remember
Florence and immediately being where Copley Library is.
thrown back into work, school,

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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The chaos of sorority recruitment week

SAM VOGE
CONTRIBUTOR

Recruitment. The word
every aspiring sorority girl loves
to hate. Yes, the end goal is
entirely worth enduring the week
of hardship and heartbreak, but
the process itself is not for the
weak of heart.
However, no matter
how joyful and rewarding the
conclusion is, the anxiety of
the whole process was by far
the worst aspect. The stress of
recruitment came from the entire
process.
Questions like, "Is my
outfit okay?" "Did I say the wrong
thing?" "What do they think
of me?" are just a few worries
constantly circulating in the mind
of a potential new member. And
it doesn't end there.
Just the sheer fact that
hundreds of girls are making
their decision on a new member
based on short, surface level
conversations over about 1015 minute increments is just a
tad nerve-racking for those who
might not be as skilled at making
perfect first impressions.
When asked to describe
the recruitment process in one
word, freshman Jasmine Escobar
replied with, "overwhelming."
Celine Mazzoleni, an already
active
member,
agreed
with Escobar and included
"exhausting" in her evaluation.
After partaking in the grueling
process, I could not agree

Photo courtesy of Kathryn Garcia

more.
The
stress
levels,
coupled with an overall lack of
sleep and exhaustion, makes it
even more difficult for a potential
new member to be on their socalled A game when it comes to
first impressions.
Others
emphasized
the unfortunate fact that this
particular situation puts hundreds
of women into close quarters
for the majority of the day over
the course of about a week. One
can only assume that this type of
situation does not exactly yield the
most comfortable environment.
That being said, when
asked to give her opinion on
recruitment, sophomore Austyn
Thalmann included, "estrogen".
In relation to Austyn's assertion,
freshman Erin Behrens added
another term to sum up
recruitment, "girl-flirting".
It's not really stressed,
but yes, girl-flirting is definitely
a must over the course of

recruitment. No matter what side
you are on, active or potential
member, you really have to put on
the charm. As I said earlier, these
girls are only allotted so much
time to get to know you.
Not only do potential new
members have to make a lasting
impression, but also in order to
be remembered, it is important to
make connections and really hit
it off in the conversations. Trust
me, whether it is the first meeting
or the last meeting, girl-flirting is
not the easiest task. And with the
high levels of estrogen and other
hormones circulating, it's hard
to settle into a comfortable and
positive attitude.
However,
whether
you are new to recruitment or
have been a part of it multiple
times before, it is a process that
completely
encompasses
all
aspects of your life, which is both
good and bad.
Yes, it's nice that
recruitment becomes the number

one priority for those taking
part in it, but at the same time,
it becomes the only thing to do
and think about for the duration
of the process. The total level of
immersion girls go through can
become too overpowering.
The
entire
process
is extremely daunting and it's
definitely not for everyone. But
once the week comes to a close,
everyone who took part in the
process is extremely proud of
what they are a part of and what
they stand for.
As
proud
as
the
active members seemed to be,
I personally believe that the
recruits themselves should be
even more proud. Not only did
we endure the endless week and
all the stress that went with it, but
we were chosen for a reason.
When speaking with
active members and hearing about
all of the incredible qualities
they look for in potential new
members, it's clear that they are

seeking girls above and beyond
the ordinary.
Junior Meghan McCalla
sees great benefits in participating
in recruitment on both sides.
"Once 1 went through
recruitment as an active member,
1 really gained an appreciation for
not only what my sorority looks
for in young women, but also a
sense of pride that I met all of
those expectations," McCalla
said.
Whether it's academics,
school involvement or other
outstanding
achievements;
sororities are looking for the best
and most capable girls to represent
their sisterhood. That being said,
every woman who took part in
rush, on both sides, should not
only be proud of their sorority,
but of their accomplishments
throughout their lives.
Four days may not seem
like it adds up to much; just ask
any girl who's been through it,
and they will tell you how this
experience truly puts you to the
test. Between the exhaustion, long
hours, anxiety and girl-flirting,,
it's clear that it comes with a
price. However, as someone who
went through it and reached the
goal, I can wholeheartedly say
that the price was well worth it.
Not only am I proud of
my endurance and what I have
accomplished, but what I became
a part of along the way made the
entire experience worthwhile.

Letters to the
Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters
to the editor from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to
managing@usdvista.com with the subject line
"Letter to the Editor."
Submissions should be limited to 500 words
and must include verifiable contact information.
Letter content is subject to editing for clarity
and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party or
letters in poor taste.
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Brandt selected in MLS draft
USD Alumnus Connor Brandt drafted 23rd by NYC FC

HUNTER JAMESON
SPORTS EDITOR
@HJamo

CLAUDIA CLOSE
CONTRIBUTOR

Heading into Super Bowl
The West Coast Conference
XLIX, there was a controversy Player of the Year and University
regarding deflated footballs used of San Diego alumnus Connor
by the New England Patriots Brandt had always dreamed of
in
the American
Football playing soccer professionally.
Conference Championship game. After years of dedication and
The media tried to figure out who hard work, Brandt was invited to
was to blame, whether it was the the MLS SuperDraft and selected
equipment manager, head coach with the 23rd overall pick by
Bill Belichick or star quarterback New York City FC. The senior
Tom Brady.
left mid-fielder for USD began
In my opinion, this was playing soccer when he was just
blown way out of proportion five years old.
due to the fact that the Patriots'
He never missed a
42-7 victory was one of the most season and never stopped playing,
dominating AFC Championship whether it was recreational soccer
game performances in history. or club soccer. Since Brandt
Another part of the deflategate was young, he has loved the
scandal frustrated me even more. competitive nature of the game.
There was so much focus on the
"I've always been a really
deflated footballs that Brady's competitive person," Brandt said.
legacy was not getting the credit "It's also fun to get out on the
it deserves.
field every day and play with your
Thankfully, all of the drama buddies."
was put aside on Super Bowl
Brandt is so thankful to
Sunday and the focus turned to have had the chance to play for
what Brady would accomplish USD. After coming to San Diego
if he could defeat the Seattle his sophomore year, he helped the
Seahawks and earn his fourth Toreros make it to the Elite Eight
Super Bowl
Championship. round of the NCAA Tournament.
When the Patriots were losing He recalls how they had started
14-24 in the third quarter, I knew off the season slow (2-6) and
that the next hour and a half bounced back to win 10 games in
would decide whether Brady was a row.
the best of all time or not.
This allowed them to win
Hall of Famers Joe Montana the conference and entrance into
of the San Francisco 49ers and the tournament. One of the two
Terry Bradshaw of the Pittsburgh biggest moments of his career was
Steelers are the only other being awarded National Player of
quarterbacks to have won four the Week. When he got to his a
Super Bowls.
As a 49er fan, I have always
considered Montana to be the
best quarterback in history, but
after what Brady was able to
accomplish on Sunday night,
I have to pass the nod to the
Patriot. His 13th career Super
Bowl touchdown pass, with just
two minutes remaining, sealed
the deal, in my mind.
Brady is the king of
clutch and deserves the credit,
but he definitely owes rookie
cornerback
Malcolm
Butler
a nice steak dinner after he
intercepted a pass at the goal line
as the Seahawks were closing in
on a game-winning drive. I have
Photo Courtesy of USD Toreros
no idea why the Seahawks didn't
give the ball to their star running
back, Marshawn Lynch, but that
is a whole different discussion.
When a player has earned the
nickname Beast Mode you would
expect him to get the ball with a
championship on the line.
Brady finished
the game
37 of 50 for 328 yards and four
touchdown passes, breaking the
record for most completions in
a Super Bowl. This performance
earned him his third Super Bowl
Most Valuable Player award,
of which only Montana can say
the same. After it's all said and
done, the sixth round pick out of
the University of Michigan, Tom
Brady, is the greatest of all time.

senior year, he did everything in
his power to make sure his team
got into the playoffs. And they
did. This lead to the other biggest
moment for Brandt, winning
2014 Conference Player of the
Year. He was named WCC Player
of the Week twice his senior
year and was also named to the
NSCA A Far West All-Region
First Team.
Brandt's
dream
of
playing professionally did not
come without a strong work ethic
and some difficulties. Once he got
to college and realized he could
potentially make a living out of
the sport, he began to work harder
than ever. He said that eventually
the sport does take a toll on your
body.
"You have to be physically and
mentally tough every day to work
your hardest in training, which
can be hard to do sometimes,"
Brandt said. "But with that said,
I wouldn't want to choose any
other profession."
With all the time and
effort, he has had continuous
support from his family no matter
what.
"My parents have been
there every step of the way,
encouraging me even when I
wasn't playing the best I could,"
Brandt said. "My dad would
always say, 'Keep your head
down, work hard, and good
things will come."
The MLS Player Combine
is a week of prospective players
demonstrating their skills in
front of all professional teams,

including the coaching staff and
the general manager of each FC
team. Each player meets with the
teams throughout the week and
then anxiously waits to hear their
name called during the draft at the
end of the week.
"When you go into college,
watch the draft, and see players or
friends that you know and played
against be selected, you start to
hope that one day your name gets
called," Brandt said.
While at first he did
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics
not expect to be selected by
New York, he could not be more
He also said Brandt getting
excited as his dream became a drafted is great for those still
reality. The first thought that went playing for USD.
through his head when he heard
"It shows us there could be
his name was how thankful he chances for other players on our
was for the opportunity.
team as well."
Teammate Torrey De Armas
New York City FC is one of
spoke for the team when he said the MLS's two newest franchises.
that they knew Brandt would do They will play at Yankee Stadium
something with soccer in his life. and have already signed David
"Connor was always Villa of Spain and Frank Lampard
working hard and put everything of England as two of theninto every training session," designated players.
DeArmas said. "He had a certain
Brandt offers some advice
passion for the game that not a lot for anyone who shares his dream.
of other players have."
"The biggest thing is to
Patrick Zimmer, junior never stop believing - no matter
defender for the Toreros, agreed how cliche that is," Brandt said.
with DeArmas.
"I'll be the biggest advocate of
"Connor being drafted gives that saying. At the end of the day,
everyone extra motivation to I'll see players on TV and get
work hard in practice, to perform intimidated a little, but you just
well and try to improve every day have to believe and work, work,
a little bit more," Zimmer said. work. Putting in extra work,
"Having played with someone even when no one is watching, is
who plays in the MLS now huge. You can't expect to make
is an amazing experience and it by doing regular training and
shows everyone that nothing is weights with the coaches. Go by
yourself and get after that dream."
impossible."

CATCHING UP WITH TORERO ATHLETICS
SOFTBALL

I§

WOMEN'S BBALL

Three Torero softball
players were awarded
Preseason honors. Third
baseman Chloe Kaneko
and outfielder Olivia
Sandusky were named to
the Preseason All-WCC
team, while first baseman
Caitlyn Rooney made the
Second Team. Their first
game is Feb. 6 in Tempe,
Ariz, against UTEP Miners.
Toreros are
now 8-3 in WCC and
17-4 overall with just
seven games remaining.
The next home game is
Feb. 5 against the Loyola
Marymount University
Lions. Sophomore Maya
Hood (pictured) is the
team's third leading scorer
at 11.5 points per game.

The Lady

MEN'S TENNIS

The men's tennis team has
won three straight matches,
defeating the South Florida
Bulls, Hawaii Warriors
and Cal Poly Mustangs
to close out the month of
January. Junior Jordan
Angus (pictured) has been
instrumental to the Toreros'
success this season.
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MEN'S BBALL

ourtesy of

During winter break the
men's basketball team
picked up four wins,
including a nail-biting
victory at home against the
BYU Cougars. The team
will play its last home
game of the season on
February 14 against the St.
Mary's Gaels. This game
will also serve as senior
night.

SPORTS
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San Diego welcomes professional hockey

Ducks' minor league team to play at Valley View Casino Center

MATTHEW ROBERSON
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22
The Anaheim Ducks of the
National Hockey League have
announced plans to move their
minor league team to San Diego
this fall. The team will play in
the American Hockey League's
newly formed Pacific Division,
which will consist of five teams
from the state of California. This
move will make things much
easier in terms of travel for
players who get cycled between
the professional and minor league
team, as the Ducks' minor league
affiliate currently plays its games
in faroff Norfolk, Virginia.
According to the San Diego
Union-Tribune, the new team
will move into the Valley View
Casino Center and likely practice
in the city of Poway.This marks
the return of professional hockey
to the city of San Diego, which
has been lacking a team since the
San Diego Gulls folded in 2006.
While Southern California
certainly lacks the cold and icy
conditions that are associated
with the sport, the area has seen
a recent increase in hockey fans
due to the success of the Los
Angeles Kings and Anaheim
Ducks.
San Diego has a fairly rich
hockey history, dating back to the
fabled San Diego Skyhawks who
debuted in 1944. Bob Murray, the

general manager of the Ducks,
alluded to this when announcing
the move.
"San Diego is a very good
hockey town," Murray said.
"Hockey's been played there for

for hockey in California," the
couple said in a joint statement.
"We've long been excited by
the idea of San Diego, which
has a successful track record for
supporting hockey, as our AHL

my new home with my friends is
something I am extremely excited
for."
The move will also provide
the Valley View Casino Center
- a venue which once played

t
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The Norfolk Admirals of the American Hockey League are headed to San Diego in the fall of 2015.

a very long time."
Bringing a team to San
Diego will surely spark interest
in a younger generation who do
not remember the Gulls but have
grown up watching the Kings
hoist their Stanley Cups and the
Ducks consistently finish
near
the top of the NHL's Western
Conference.
Ducks owners Henry and
Susan Samueli shared their
excitement about the move as
well.
"Today is a landmark day

home. We are extremely pleased
and proud to bring hockey back
to the market."
Hockey fans in San Diego
are especially excited about the
move,
including
sophomore
Caitlin Foote, a native of hockey
crazed Nova Scotia, Canada.
"Hockey being brought to
San Diego is a really wonderful
thing for the community," Foote
said. "Hockey has been something
that has brought my community
together back home, and being
able to experience that here in

home to the NBA's Clippers with another professional sports
team. The new hockey team will
join the San Diego Sockers of the
Major Arena Soccer League and
the San Diego Aviators of World
TeamTennis as the only teams to
call the arena home.
The next order of business
will be deciding on a name for
the team. Some have suggested
that the team should use the name
Gulls again to honor the city's
past hockey history, while others
want to start fresh with a new

name. The current name of the
team in Norfolk is the Admirals,
a name which could stick around
and serve as an homage to San
Diego as a naval town.
There is a poll on the San
Diego Union-Tribune website
right now which allows readers
to vote for the name. The poll
features both Gulls and Admirals
as options as well as Ducklings,
a more humorous option which
pokes fun at the fact that the
team will serve as a minor league
affiliate of the Ducks.
No matter what they call the
team, the fact of the matter is that
San Diego will become home to
a professional hockey team for
the first time in almost 10 years.
Given their status as a minor
league team, expect tickets to be
fairly cheap and affordable for
college students.
The games will be played
at a nearby location that is easily
accessible, and the team will
allow hockey fans to finally watch
their favorite sport in person
without having to make the drive
to Anaheim or downtown Los
Angeles.
For those who have been
waiting for years to watch a
hockey game in San Diego, those
who want to learn more about the
sport, and even those who just
want something to get them away
from campus for a while, this
new team will provide plenty of •
opportunities to do so.

USD Semester Pass on Sale Now

9:41 AM

Multitask on your way to and from
class! Text, tweet, study and snap
a selfie — or sit back and enjoy
your ride with MTS!
i,"

$159
$159 for

unlimited bus and
Trolley rides, including Rapid!
(Price includes $15 USD subsidy)

University Center Ticket Office
January 19-February 13, 2015

One pass per student. Valid ID required. No refunds if lost or stolen.
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Dee and Anderson break USD records
KELLY MCPHERSON
CONTRIBUTOR

Torero basketball seniors
Johnny Dee and Chris Anderson
are not only leading their team
together, but they are breaking
records simultaneously. Both
players have been key assets to
the team since their freshman
year.
Now, the senior duo is truly
making their mark in their last
season on the University of San

Diego basketball team. Senior
Point Guard Chris Anderson is
now the all time assist leader
and is very humbled by the
accomplishment.
"It's a cool record to have
because the way I play is selfless,"
Anderson said. "I just want to get
my teammates involved and do
whatever it takes to win."
Not only does Anderson
lead the Toreros in assists but he
also tied the USD record for most
steals in a career on Saturday
against the University of San

Francisco Dons.
"If you play well and
hard the accolades come," said
Anderson. "It's cool to have, but
I like doing whatever my team
needs me to do, whether it's steals
or whatever else:"
Dee, another star basketball
stand out, just broke a major
record as well. Dee now leads the
Toreros in the most points ever
scored. He has been recognized
by the school and has been
featured in many news articles
and sports segments. Dee is very

proud of this record and credits
his success to his teammates and
coaches. His hard work and effort
have finally paid off.
"I was fortunate to break
the all-time scoring record here
at USD," Dee said. "A lot had to
do with the great players I have
played with, like Chris Anderson.
Also the fact coach played me as
a freshman made it possible."
This is an incredible record
to break. When asked about it,
Dee was very humble about his
accomplishments.

"It was quite an honor for
me," Dee said. "I was always told
1 wasn't fast enough, tall enough,
or athletic enough to play at this
level. So being able to accomplish
this was relieving in that it proved
I could play at this level."
These two stand out toreros
are having a huge impact on the
men's basketball team. Both
Anderson and Dee have had
record-breaking seasons that
have attracted many fans, press
and positive attention. A huge
congrats to these two toreros.

y
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Chris Anderson has made a habit of shutting down Gonzaga's senior guard Kevin Pangos.
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Johnny Dee leads the Toreros in scoring this year at 17.3 points per game.

Patriots clinch Super Bowl XLIX

NOAH HILTON
CONTRIBUTOR

It was beginning to look as if
history was going to repeat itself.
Seven years ago, in the same
University of Phoenix stadium
that hosted this year's big game,
the New England Patriots carried
an 18-0 record and a reputation as
one of the game's best teams ever
into a title game match-up with
the underdog New York Giants.
The play is etched into the
collective memory of football
fans: David Tyree going up
between two defenders for an Eli
Manning pass and coming down
with the ball pinned to his helmet
for a clutch first down, extending
a drive that culminated in a
game-winning touchdown pass to
Plaxico Burress that brought the
Patriots' perfect season crashing
down.
Super Bowl XLIX did
everything in its power to break
New England hearts again. With
a little more than two minutes
left, superstar quarterback Tom
Brady connected with receiver
Julian Edelman for a touchdown
to give his Patriots a four
point lead, capping the biggest
comeback in Super Bowl history.
The Seahawks, however, refused
to accept defeat and began
methodically marching down the
field.
And then it happened. The
Catch, version 2.0. A deep ball
down the sideline, miraculously
hauled in by a diving Jermaine
Kearse after not one, not two,
but three bobbles. Suddenly,
the Seattle offense was within
10 yards of scoring and stealing

Knoto courtesy or oianna Kapagni

Super Bowl XLIX will be remembered as one of the most exciting Super Bowls of all time. The Patriots defeated the Seahawks 28-24.
the Lombardi Trophy from the
Patriots' eager grasps. But then,
seemingly without warning, the
football gods realized their error
and the universe reasserted its
need for justice.
An explicable call for a
pass play on second down led
to an interception at the goal
line by rookie Malcolm Butler.
And just like that, the game
was over. History would not
repeat itself. Destiny would not
rear its ugly head towards the
Patriots this time. The demons
of Glendale, AZ that had haunted
Brady, Belichick and the Patriots
organization since that fateful
February night in 2008 had finally
been exorcised.
For the Seahawks and
their fans, one can only wonder
what might have been. With
running back Marshawn Lynch,
the closest thing in the league
to a human bulldozer, in the

backfield, a run play with the ball
on the 1-yard line seemed to be
the obvious decision. Instead,
offensive coordinator Darrell
Bevell opted for the pass that
resulted in heartbreak, a decision
that will likely haunt the Seattle
faithful for several years to come.
Many were shocked that Bevell
would not give his star tailback
a chance to carry the team to
victory.
Lynch, whose infamouslylaconic Media Day shenanigans
made him a celebrity prior to the
game, expressed a different view.
He was very short during a postgame interview when asked if he
was shocked at the play call.
"No, because we play
football," Lynch said. "It's a
team sport."
On the other side of
things, the victory represents the
continuation of a decade-long
dynasty by the Patriots. And

yes, these are the same Patriots
that held practice on the USD
campus back in November. The
championship is their fourth,
making them just the sixth team
in NFL history to achieve such a
lofty total, with all four coming
since the turn of the millennium
and with newly-crowned Super
Bowl MVP Tom Brady at the
helm of the offense. Looking past
the supremely weird controversy
that has come to be known
as Deflategate, New England
continued to demonstrate the
championship resolve that has
kept them at the top of the league
for years.
"It was a lot of mental
toughness Our team has had it
all year. We never doubted each
other," Brady said. "This one
came down to the end, and this
time, we made the plays."
After
the
Seahawks'
blowout win over the Broncos in

last year's championship, many
of the Super Bowl's millions of
viewers likely were hoping that
this year would provide a close
game, if nothing else. Ultimately,
they were rewarded with two of
the weirdest minutes of football
in recent memory - a comeback,
a jaw-dropping catch, a legendary
coaching misstep, and even a near
brawl - capping off a game that
will be remembered amongst the
all-time classics.
In an NFL season that
included
domestic
violence
issues, the debut of Money
Manziel, the implosion of the
Bears,
the
aforementioned
Deflategate, and increased debate
over what exactly constitutes
a catch, it was only fitting that
the season would conclude in
such unforgettable fashion. The
New England Patriots are your
2015 NFL champions. Let the
celebrations begin.

